
Healthy soils and rangelands underpin resilient food systems, sustainable production and rural livelihoods,
but their value is not always recognised in global commodity markets. Taking place during COP17 FOOD
SYSTEMS & SOIL HEALTH DAY, this session brings together perspectives from science, production,
conservation and trade to explore how monitoring, sustainability systems, traceability and credible
environmental outcomes can strengthen the value of responsibly produced commodities. Speakers will
examine how better connections between land stewardship and markets can create stronger incentives and
opportunities for producers and communities.

UNCCD COP17 SIDE EVENT
27 AUGUST 2026 | 08:30-10:00

BLUE ZONE, MET-05
ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS & NETWORKING: 08:30-09:00
MAIN PROGRAMME: 09:00-10:00

UNCCD COP17 SIDE EVENT
27 AUGUST 2026 | 08:30-10:00

BLUE ZONE, MET-05
ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS & NETWORKING: 08:30-09:00
MAIN PROGRAMME: 09:00-10:00

Value Addition for
Sustainable Commodities:
Value Addition for
Sustainable Commodities:
Linking Soil Health,
Rangelands & Global Markets
Linking Soil Health,
Rangelands & Global Markets

Anne Gillespie
RSC Executive Team

Una Jones
CEO, SFA &

Founder, RSC

Martina Fleckenstein
Global Policy Director,

Food, WWF International

Julian Bayliss
Conservation Scientist,

Trustee of RSC

Tor-Gunnar Vågen
Principal Senior Scientist &
Head of the Spatial Data

Science & Applied Learning
Lab, Landscape Alliance

Zhou Baogui
Vice Chairman, Beijing Wod
Chen-Long Biotechnology

Co., Ltd.

Fritjof Boerstler
Senior Natural Resources

Officer, Forestry Division, Food
and Agriculture Organization of

the United Nations

Oyunbileg Damdin
Founder of EITC & Head of
Export Mongolia Initiatives


